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Executive Summary

The following are the major headlines of the Quantum Growth Partnership’s period one,
2007, performance report.

Good news headlines from period one:
¢ HD Smith Wholesale Drug, Inc. announces 600 new jobs.
AIG American General announces new location in Springfield, 450 jobs retained.
Springfield Clinic breaks ground on expansion.
Certified Tank moves forward with expansion.
Physicians Group, Ltd. announces plans for expansion.
Korean War Museum announces location in Springfield.
National Surveyors Museum announces location downtown.
lllinois Primary Health Care Association moves into new building.
New brand and marketing materials produced.
Targeted industry study completed.
New community profile completed.
40 local firms visited.
New Procurement and Technical Assistance Center opens.
Two procurement seminars hosted.
Military Affairs Council targets four new opportunities for military expansion.
Development Policy Council was appointed and affirmed strategy for change.
MacArthur Boulevard Association launched, focused on redevelopment.
Springfield Works posts significant program gains.
LLCC and local organized labor develop new partnership for training.
Strategic Leadership Council selects three priorities.
Strategic Leadership Council invests $175,000 for United Airlines service to
Dulles International Airport.
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V‘ Business Development

L N Expansion Plans Make Local Headlines
auasntumcrowr  There were an amazing number of good news stories for the
Springfield/Sangamon County economy during the first quarter of 2007.
The area will see significant impacts from projects in the private, public and not for profit
sectors. Ground was broken for projects at AIG American General and Springfield
Clinic that will result in creation and retention of quality jobs for Springfield residents.
HD Smith Wholesale Drug announced a multi-phase plan for growing its Springfield
headquarters employment by over 600 employees in a first class corporate campus. The
Physicians Group Ltd. received the necessary approvals to nearly double the size of
its clinic. The State of lllinois announced the purchase of the former AIG facility to serve
as the new headquarters for the lllinois State Police ensuring that approximately 750
well paying state jobs remain in Springfield. Two new museums, the Korean War
Museum and the National Survey Museum, announced that Springfield will be their
home, further strengthening our cultural base. Finally two new statewide associations
opened new headquarters. The lllinois Association of Realtors and the lllinois
Primary Healthcare Association both invested millions of dollars to provide their staff
and members state of the art facilities. Q5 staff and investors assisted the development
of a number of these projects by providing public advocacy and technical assistance
related to the development process.

Business Development Services Foundation Laid

The Quantum Growth Partnership commissioned Carter Burgess Company to conduct a
Target Industry Analysis for the Sangamon County area. The report provides the
Partnership with recommendations on businesses that will likely expand over the next
several years, our area’s strengths and weaknesses relative to those industries and
strategies that should be pursued to attract those businesses to the Springfield
Sangamon County area. The Partnership will begin to develop and implement
marketing strategies focused on the targets in the coming months.

During the 1* Quarter the Chamber and Quantum Growth Partnership worked with an
outside agency to develop a new image for the organization that highlights the
interrelationship. The new “branding is being incorporated into all the organization’s
printed and electronic materials including Chamber membership information, Q5
business development packages, all internal and external communications and the
launching of a new website.

In addition, a major focus during the first quarter has been to update critical demographic
data for the Springfield and Sangamon County area. This includes the development of a
new area-wide profile and current site information for the entire County.

Local Business Expansion Services Offered to Local Firms

The business visitation program utilizing the new Synchronist software was initiated in
the first quarter of 2007 and focused primarily on large employers and Q5 investors.
Forty local businesses and organizations were interviewed to collect data on local
services, legislative agendas, business opportunities and obstacles and other areas of
concern for the community.
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Quantum Growth Partners with IMEC for PTAC

The Quantum Growth Partnership was pleased to announce the joining of forces with
the Illinois Manufacturing Extension Center (IMEC) to sponsor the lllinois Procurement
Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) of Central lllinois to provide resources to help area
businesses win government contracts. The PTAC provides free technical assistance
such as electronic bid matching and a daily notification of opportunities advertised by the
local, state and federal governments which match the product and service offerings of
Sangamon County businesses. The PTAC also helps area businesses prepare bids,
transact business using e-commerce, register with government agencies, and certify as
Women-owned or Small & Minority Disadvantaged, a designation that can increase the
likelihood of winning contracts with certain agencies.

Two successful events were presented in quarter one, “Government Contracting Basics”
and “Minority Certification Process” and had a combined 57 attendees

lllinois Medical District at Springfield Focuses on Funding

Quantum Growth leaders worked with the Commission of the lllinois Medical District at
Springfield to develop the District’'s 2007 budget and program of work. Available lots in
the District were catalogued and presented on the Commission’s website,
www.springfieldmedicaldistrict.org. lllinois Representative Raymond Poe introduced a
bill in the General Assembly to secure $300,000 in annual funding for the District, and
Quantum Growth leaders worked with local legislators and other leaders to communicate
support for the District’s funding.

Development Policy Council Appointed by Chamber Board
aomromon™ . The new Development Policy Council, chaired by Dean Graven, who
PARTNERSHIP represents the Springfield Home Builders Association, is underway with an
experienced roster of both private and public sector leaders who have committed
themselves to come up with a broadly supported, well funded and strategically designed
capital improvement program. The council as a whole currently meets monthly with two
separate work groups meeting twice a month.

r Development Policy
€5

Chamber Supports Statewide Infrastructure Growth

The Chamber has joined organizations from across the state to advocate with one voice
the need for appropriate infrastructure funding. The mission of the Transportation for
lllinois Coalition is to identify issues, aggressively advocate policy and work diligently to
secure maximum federal and state funding for the transportation infrastructure needs of
lllinois. The coalition is co-chaired by the Doug Whitley, president of the lllinois
Chamber of Commerce as well as Michael Carrigan, President of the lllinois AFL-CIO.

MacArthur Boulevard Business Association Launched

The inaugural meeting of the MacArthur Boulevard Business Association was called to
order on January 11", 2007, and has flourished with great momentum ever since. The
purpose of the MacArthur Boulevard Business Association is to support the business
welfare of all MacArthur Boulevard area businesses and to promote, develop and
preserve MacArthur Boulevard through community involvement, as a desirable place to
work, shop and live. The Board, chaired by Jeff Cumming, Springfield Flooring Solutions,
has set the agenda for three main strategies, which includes: Business Attraction,
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Support of Existing MacArthur Businesses, and Community Relations, and has created
committees for each strategy.

Chamber Builds Advocacy for Growth and Business
In the first quarter of 2007, The Chamber researched and promoted the following policy
positions:

Business improvement districts-supported

Public sector budgets and funding-reviewed

Gross Receipts Tax-opposed.

Psychiatric Solutions, Inc. public hearing-supported
Physicians Group Zoning Request-supported

AIG American General Enterprise Zone Extension-supported
HD Smith TIF redevelopment plan-supported

Certified Tank City of Springfield loan application-supported

V‘ Diversity Development

L Quantum Growth Focuses on Neighborhood Redevelopment
aunnrom crowrn QD staff has been meeting with the City, Housing Authority, TSP, Habitat
PARTNERSHIZ for Humanity, Springfield Community Federation and other stakeholders

regarding eastside redevelopment. The first outcome is a Springfield Clean Up project
on April 21 on the eastside. The Chamber will be a partner in making the clean up
project a success.

The next step will be convening a meeting of stakeholders this Spring to review a
redevelopment concept developed by Q5 staff. The concept outlines a process that a
defined redevelopment project can utilize to build community support and develop a
financial plan for success.

. Workforce and Education

L Business/Education Partnership Builds Momentum

o~ o The Business/Education Partnership of Sangamon County, chaired by
PARTNERSHIP Carlissa Pucket, SPARC, is a working coalition of local area organizations
representing business, labor, education, and community service agencies, all of which
are focused on providing a highly skilled, literate, and productive work force capable of
supporting a successful economic development within Sangamon County. The
Partnership covers K-12 and higher education and includes both private

and public schools. During quarter one, the Partnership focused on the following issues:

1. Engaging the community in a public forum to discuss career preparation for
students entering the work world.

2. Organizing job shadowing and internship experiences for students at local area
businesses.
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3. Expanding working relationships between current partners while seeking new
stakeholders for the joint purpose of identifying and developing initiatives
consistent with the Partnership's mission.

Springfield Works Posts Significant Program Gains

Continuing to use the dual-customer approach of employers and employees, Springfield
Works added 20 additional participants and 3 employer partners during the first quarter
of 2007. This recent growth necessitated adding a case manager to the Springfield
Works team via a contract with Sangamon County Department of Community
Resources. Springfield Works now stands at 78 participants and 16 employer partners.
With 52 employees having participated in Springfield Works long enough to gather
updated data, 5 participants have completed their individual training programs and have
attained jobs with family supporting wages, while 43 of 52 (83%) remain with the
employer that nominated them.

LLCC and Organized Labor Develop New Partnership For Training

The Chamber is working in cooperation with Lincoln Land Community College and
organized labor to establish a partnership to meet the workforce needs of labor. Two
meetings during the quarter have established the need to recruit qualified workers to fill
unused apprenticeships, diversify organized labor’s workforce, and provide skills training
to keep our labor force competitive. Desired outcomes of this partnership include a
customized degree program whereby workers attend training at Lincoln Land
Community College during their apprenticeship, and attain an Associates of Applied
Technology degree and a journeyman position.

Strategic Leadership Council Invests in Expanded Air Service
comrum oo ON January 4, the Strategic Leadership Council (SLC) voted to support the
PARTNERSHIZ Springfield Airport Authority in its bid to secure direct air service to
Washington DC’s Dulles International Airport via United Airlines. The Council allocated
$170,000 of its Emerging Opportunities Fund to the effort. The Authority was successful
in its bid, and the new service begins April 24, 2007.

V4 Emerging Opportunities
€5

SLC Selects Strategic Priorities
The Strategic Leadership Council, co-chaired by Sergio Pecori, Hanson Professional
Services, and Mike Aiello, R. W. Troxell, has identified three priority areas:

1. Medical District Opportunities: New wealth and job opportunities created in the
economy’s local health care sectors.

2. Infrastructure Development and Renewal: A broadly supported, well funded,
strategically designed infrastructure and capital improvement program that
addresses needs throughout Sangamon County and acts as a catalyst in
accomplishing our strategic growth goals.

3. Education/Workforce Development: Well trained, creative local workers who
increase their employer’s capacities and provide a workforce to sustain economic
growth.
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Investor Activity and Financial Reports

The BRIDGES campaign wrapped up in quarter one with $5.2 million in local
investments to underwrite the success of the Quantum Growth Initiative. Campaign Co-
chairs Sergio Pecori, Hanson Professional Services, Mike Aiello, R.W. Troxell, joined
Jim Roth, Crawford Murphy Tilley, and Desiree Logsdon, Bunn-O-Matic Corporation, in
congratulating the investors and the public and private sector representatives in
Sangamon who committed to the historic effort. A wrap-up celebration was held as part
of The Chamber’s Business Connections trade show in March.

Appendices
List of Investors
Q1 financial statement
SLC Priorities
Development Policy Council Program
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